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VA Laborers’ Union endorses Smigiel for Norfolk City Council 
Reston, VA.— The Laborers’ International Union of North America today endorsed Tommy Smigiel in his campaign for City Council in Norfolk’s 5th Ward. 

“We are happy to support candidates like Tommy that will work harder in the City Council to keep working-class families in mind when they consider development,” said Dennis Martire, Vice-President of LiUNA’s Mid-Atlantic Region. “For too long, Virginia politicians have abandoned basic principles of family-supporting pay; good benefits that include healthcare; training programs; and opportunities for the community to grow in a positive way. Tommy Smigiel offers a new direction in Norfolk.” 
“The citizens of Ward 5 have a strong work ethic and a heritage of providing honest skilled labor,” said Smigiel.  “Those same values are shared by LiUNA and I am honored to receive their endorsement and confidence.  In the current evolving economy I will work to increase opportunities for Norfolk’s skilled laborers.”
Virginia is one of the fastest growing markets for LiUNA in the Mid-Atlantic region, and has fourteen locals that represent residents of the Commonwealth. Today, LiUNA members are helping to build infrastructure around the country and are working on major projects in Virginia.

The Laborers were very active in Virginia during the 2008 presidential race, putting hundreds of members on the streets and working the phones to help Barack Obama win the state’s 13 electoral votes. They were also heavily involved in two critical special elections in Northern Virginia to fill open seats in the Virginia State Senate and House of Delegates, which were ultimately won by their endorsed candidates. 
The members of LiUNA! – The Laborers’ International Union of North America – are on the forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build America.
12355 Sunrise Valley Drive  ||   Reston, VA 20191  ||   703-860-4194  ||   www.malaborers.org  ||   www.LiunaBuildsAmerica.org

[image: image1.png]